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Detailed Action 

1. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,2, 10, 16, 17, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ito. 



With respect to claim 1, Ito teaches an image processing method which uses 
correction components regarding brightness on the basis of a histogram and corrects 
the image according to the correction conditions comprising the method steps of: 
Calculating a ratio {r(x,y)} by means of the equation at col. 5, lines 55-60 where the 
components in the ratio include a predetermined range in the histogram (first range 
128-255 or second range 0-127) see col. 6, lines 10-26; and setting the correction 
conditions on the basis of the calculated ratio (i.e., a sharpness correction value, see 
col. 9, lines 5-10). 
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With respect to claim 2, Ito teaches the setting step setting the correction conditions 
of the image of which the components are within a predetermined range (0-255) among 
the set correction conditions when the ratio exceeds a predetermined value of 2 and 
sets the correction condition so that a correction can be formed. See col. 5, lines 55-60. 

With respect to claim 10, Ito teaches image processing method which uses 
correction components regarding brightness on the basis of a histogram and corrects 
the image according to the correction conditions comprising the method steps of: 
setting a first correction condition for the input image in accordance with a ratio f(x,y) 
brightness values 0-127 of a first shadow area (background area turned darker 
according to col. 5, lines 9-17) and adjusting a correction condition u + , u" for a shadow 
area of the first correction condition in accordance with a ratio of a second shadow area 
g(x,y) of which range is different from that of the fist shadow area, in the input image. 
See col. 6, lines 41-45. 

With respect to claim 16, Ito teaches a CPU 505 for calculating a ratio {r(x,y)} by 
means of the equation at col. 5, lines 55-60 where the components in the ratio include 
a predetermined range in the histogram (first range 128-255 or second range 0-127) 
see col. 6, lines 10-26; and setting the correction conditions on the basis of the 
calculated ratio (i.e., a sharpness correction value, see col. 9, lines 5-10) also 
performed by the CPU 505. 
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With respect to claim 17, Ito teaches an image processing apparatus, shown by 
figure 1 which sets a condition in accordance with a ratio of a shadow area comprising: 
setting means via cpu 505 for setting a first correction condition for the input image in 
accordance with a ratio f(x,y) brightness values 0-127 of a first shadow area 
(background area turned darker according to col. 5, lines 9-1 7) and cpu 505 for 
adjusting a correction condition u\ u" for a shadow area of the first correction condition 
in accordance with a ratio of a second shadow area g(x,y) of which range is different 
from that of the fist shadow area, in the input image. See col. 6, lines 41-45. 

With respect to claim 19, Ito teaches a storage medium 506, shown by figure 1, for 
storing a computer readable program which sets correction conditions for correcting 
components regarding brightness of image data on the basis of a histogram and 
corrects the image according to the correction conditions comprising the method steps 
of: calculating a ratio {r(x,y)} by means of the equation at col. 5, lines 55-60 where the 
components in the ratio include a predetermined range in the histogram (first range 
128-255 or second range 0-127) see col. 6, lines 10-26; and setting the correction 
conditions on the basis of the calculated ratio (i.e., a sharpness correction value, see 
col. 9, lines 5-10). 
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With respect to claim 20, Ito teaches a storage medium 506, as shown by figure 1, 
which stores a computer readable program which sets a correction condition for an 
input image in accordance with a ration of a shadow area including the steps of: setting 
a first correction condition for the input image in accordance with a ratio f(x,y) 
brightness values 0-127 of a first shadow area (background area turned darker 
according to col. 5, lines 9-17) and adjusting a correction condition u\ u" for a shadow 
area of the first correction condition in accordance with a ratio of a second shadow area 
g(x,y) of which range is different from that of the fist shadow area, in the input image. 
See col. 6, lines 41-45. 

2. 

Allowed Claims 

Claims 11-15 are allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in 
claimed combination, "calculating a component value in the histogram wherein a 
cumulative frequency accumulated from the maximum value or the minimum value 
indicates a predetermined value within a range of the component value... calculating a 
cumulative frequency accumulated from the maximum value or the minimum value to a 
predetermined component value in the histogram." 
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Claim 18 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in claimed 
combination, calculation means for calculating a component value in the histogram 
wherein a cumulative frequency accumulated from the maximum value or the minimum 
value indicates a predetermined value within a range of the component value; a 
calculation means for calculating a cumulative frequency accumulated from the 
maximum value or the minimum value to a predetermined component value in the 
histogram." 

Claim 21 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in claimed 
combination, "... calculating a component value I the histogram wherein a cumulative 
frequency accumulated from the maximum value or the minimum value indicates a 
predetermined value within a range of the component value... calculating a cumulative 
frequency accumulated from the maximum value or the minimum value to a 
predetermined component value in the histogram..." 

3. 

Claims Objected 

Claims 3- 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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4. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4391 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams, can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



872-9306. 



J. Gfrant I 



JEROME GRANT I! 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




